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1461. Edward was only in Ms nineteenth year, and his
handsome person, and the fame of his recent success,
rapidly increased his popularity, JSTevill, Bishop of
Exeter, brother of Warwick, harangued the people on
his just title, and at a great Council it was resolved that
Henry VI had forfeited the crown to Edward as heir to
the late Duke of York. Edward was proclaimed imme-
diately by the heralds in various parts of the city, and
on this day, March 4, 1461, the reign of Henry VI was
ended. The new king was, however, unable to remain
in London, and was obliged to advance rapidly north-
ward to engage the powerful Lancastrian forces still in
the field. The victory of Towton fixed the crown firmly
on his head, and after triumphantly entering York he
proceeded to Newcastle, receiving everywhere the homage
of the people. For the next two years, until the battle
of Hexham and the capture of the unfortunate Henry VI,
the country remained somewhat unsettled, but then
Edward and his advisers were at last able to think of
other matters than war. The late king was imprisoned
in the Tower, but as his son and the queen had escaped,
nothing was to be gained by taking his life.

In April, 1464, Edward married Elizabeth Wydeville,
widow of a fallen Lancastrian knight, and the rapid
advancement of all the members of her family gradually
aroused the jealousy of the powerful Nevill family, and
ended in a complete estrangement between them and
the king. George Nevill, Bishop of Exeter, had been
made Chancellor at Edward's accession, and in 1465 he
was translated to the Archiepiscopal See of York. He
had great influence with the king until the rise of the
queen's family, when he fell into disfavour, and was
deprived of the seals about three years after being raised